Welcome to our September 2019 Newsletter
Thank you to all the members that attended our recent preparation for
the honey show event. Thanks must also go to our speakers including
Ray for preparing honey for showing, Paul for wax and candles, Harold
for cakes and his delicious fudge and Barbara for the making of mead.
All talks were really interesting and informative. We were delighted to
be also joined by our new bee inspector, Daniel.

Members indoor meeting - dates for your diary. All events are
held at the Llandaff village hall (unless stated otherwise) and
start at 7.30 pm



On October 8th, we will be joined by Liam Olds who will be
talking about colliery spoils and the nature that lives there. If

you would like to have a look at the work that Liam does, then
follow this link. https://collieryspoilbiodiversity.wordpress.com/


October 12th, will be our Honey Show. This will take place at
Thornhill Church Centre, postcode CF14 9GA. Refreshments will
be served from 1.30pm and judging will begin at 2pm.
Please consider entering, it is fun and a good way to learn about
showing honey and hive products. There will be open judging so we
are allowed to watch and learn while judging takes place. The
show schedule will be published on the website as soon as
possible.



November 13th, a visit from Clare Dinham, Wales Manager,
Buglife Cymru. She will be talking to us about pollinators, planting
for pollinators and Buglife Cymru. Again, if you would like to learn
more about the work of Buglife, please follow this
link. https://www.buglife.org.uk/wales-projects



6th December 2019 will be our Christmas party. This year it will
be held at Thornhill Church Centre. This change of venue will
hopefully help with our parking issues. More details to follow.



14th January 2020 - this will be our annual talk by Professor
Pickard. This time he will be talking about beekeeping in Egypt,
Mexico and Japan.

Association Apiary Managers report
DYFFRYN APIARY AUGUST 2019

All of the colonies are doing really well now. Colony No.5 has picked up
remarkably, lots of eggs, larvae and sealed brood on view. The 2 Poly-Nucs are
romping ahead and the must now be transferred into National units. An earlier
inspection of Poly-Nuc (No.4) had Barbara and me having to back off due to the
very aggressive nature from these bees. The need for more space in this colony
meant that I added an extension poly unit to them as opposed to them going into
a National Brood box, this approach meant less disturbance and an easier ride
for me.
Monday 19\8\19 The Bee Disease Officer on site today and despite the
unsettled conditions all went very well, and surprise, surprise No.4 (Poly-Nuc)
lacked their former aggression and were not at all difficult to examine. Some
Bald Brood spotted and a couple of bees with deformed wings but a clean bill of
health was the final outcome. As an added bonus we did get the gates opened
and had access to the shed, this was I think because it was first thing in the
morning and not many of the public present, so we were not forgotten.
The weather forecast is for settled conditions to come so the moving of the
Poly-Nuc bees into national units will receive priority. As of yet I have not used
any inserts to assess Varroa numbers and this has come about because of the
very hot weather that we have had. The inserts would have interfered with
ventilation. Given that it is now not quite so hot I will be putting them into use.
It is some time since I sat down and counted Varroa, will I remember how it is
done?
All in All things are looking satisfactory now, however the task ahead is to

ensure that all of the colonies have sufficient stores to hand. The days are
getting shorter and yes winter is in the offing so the removal of supers of
honey must be carefully considered. We will take some honey but consideration
and assessment of each colony has to be our priority.
The heat wave was certainly well used by the bees and the swarm calls coming in
did confirm this. Remember that the weather dominates the bee’s world and
recent heavy rainfall and the flooding in some areas will have resulted in the
loss of beehives.
Harold Williams.

Ideas for our newsletter
If there is anything that you would like to see in our newsletter, any
latest news, beekeeping items for sale or you have something you would
like to add, then please send for the next edition to
louise@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

WBKA events can be found on their website.

Asian Hornet Advice
The National Bee Unit destroyed an Asian hornet nest near Tamworth,
Staffordshire on Friday 6th September. A further sighting was
reported in a new location by a member of the public of an Asian

Hornet south west of Ashford, Kent, this single hornet has been
captured. Surveillance continues in both areas.

Latest advice is as follows;

What to look out for



Vespa velutina queens are up to 3 cm in length; workers up to 25 mm
(slightly smaller than the native European hornet Vespa crabro)



Entirely dark brown or black velvety body, bordered with a fine yellow
band



Only one band on the abdomen: 4th abdominal segment almost entirely
yellow/orange



Known as the 'Yellow legged hornet'



Head black with an orange-yellow face



Vespa velutina is a day flying species which, unlike the European hornet,
ceases activity at dusk

If you think you have seen an Asian Hornet

1. Please use the Asian Hornet Watch app on your phone to send a picture and a
location via GPS in the app straight to the non-native species secretariat and
National Bee Unit.
2. If you cannot download the Asian Hornet Watch app, please use this online
recording form
3. As a last resort, you send a picture and email with details of where you saw
the Asian hornet with your contact details
to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

If it is safe to do so, you can send in a sample to the National Bee Unit for
examination to confirm identity (please note the specimen must be dead before
sending it in). However, do not under any circumstances disturb or provoke an

active hornets’ nest. For more information visit the Non Native Species
Secretariat website.

Bees and equipment for sale

Our Seasonal Bee Inspector contact details;

Daniel Baxter
07771038646
Daniel.baxter@apha.gov.uk

Social Media

Don't forget that you can follow us on Facebook on Cardiff, Vale and
Valleys Beekeepers Association.

Thanks,

Louise

Louise@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

