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CARDIFF VALE & VALLEYS

BEEKEEPERS
Hello everyone...
A bit of a gap between newsletters, sadly. We’ve had something of a busy
month or two here at the association press office. Hopefully now we’re back
on song.
Temperatures are rising, and the ladies are spending more and more time
outside at the press office apiary.  I suspect there’s better forage on the
sunny side of the valley just at the moment, but we have catkins, daffodils
and crocus and a few early dandelions to go with the spring flowering
heather. Things should start picking up soon – I’m keeping my eye on the
Bird Cherry outside the community centre…
Winter planting has included a number of fruit trees, spring flowering
heathers  and some Berberis Darwinii – most of which will help in the years to
come but not yet.
Those who attended the association AGM will be aware that we now have a
new committee – details below. Please try to remember that we’re all here to
help the association, so if you feel that you have any skills that you feel you
can offer by way of support, please contact us.

Following the Association AGM on Tuesday February 14th we’re pleased to
confirm that our 2017 Committee has been elected as follows...
Helen Obee Reardon - Chair
Annie Newsam - Secretary
Peter Shaw - Treasurer
Barbara Williams - Training
Nick Amor - Newsletter
Lee Vickers - Evening Meetings
Rhodri Powell • David Corrick • Harold Williams • Nick Mensikov
Lynette el-Khatib • Dinah Sweet
We’d like to extend our thanks to Edmund our former Chair and
John Sweet for their valuable contribution over the past year. Nick

Diary dates...Diary dates...
March 14th from 7.30pm

Indoor meeting
Llandaff Village Hall
Making Asian Hornet Traps.
With the announcement of the Asian
hornet reaching UK shores in 2016, we
will be running a craft session showing you
how to make an Asian hornet trap.
With refreshments & raffle - see info
opposite

April 11th from 7.30pm
Indoor meeting
Llandaff Village Hall
Preparation for the Honey Show -
with refreshments & raffle

March 25th from 8.30am

WBKA Convention
see details in ad below

March 2017 NEWSLETTER

Convention 2017
Sat 25th March at 0830

Tea and Coffee available from 0800

Old Food Hall
Royal Welsh Agricultural Showground

Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3SY
Mynediad/Admission: Oedolion/Adults – £9.00
Advance Payment – £7.00 (see below)

Leuenctid/Juniors (under 17) – am ddim / free admission
Guest Speakers:

Bron Wright - opening -
President of the Scottish Beekeepers Association

Graham Royle - NDB - Seasonal Bee Inspector

Prof David Evans - Deformed Wing Virus

Phil McAnespie - BDI sponsored lecture
Beekeeping in our present environment

“Beekeepers’ Question Time”
– your chance to ask the experts….

Trade stands and exhibitions
Bargain beekeeping supplies

All day refreshments • Free Parking
Earlybird payments: Form available http://www.wbka.com

and from Association Secretaries
Return completed forms plus payment to

Convention Secretary byMarch 18th

Cymdeithas Gwenynwyr Cymru
Welsh Beekeepers’ Association

Calling all members coming to
the next meeting
We’ll be looking briefly at the Asian Hornet and spending most of the
meeting making Asian Hornet traps. Don’t worry if you’ve never made
one, most of us haven’t, so after the quick talk we’ll be going all Blue
Peter and making them. The links to the ID sheet and the instructions are
below (paper copies will be available on the night), members will need to
bring some materials with them:
• 2 litre plastic bottle - look for pop or fizzy water bottles which have
ridged sides with the bottom section marginally wider than the middle.
Asda own brand are apparently good and if you can save a bottle or
two extra from the recycling in case other members don’t have any
that would be great.

• A piece of stiff cardboard which is cut to the internal diameter of the
bottle (just under 100mm);

• A sharp knife and/or scissors
• Sheet metal cutters
• A fine point soldering iron 
• Pliers
• Stapler
• ‘Pop’ riveter and rivets
• A fine marker pen.
Not everyone will have everything listed above but if we all bring what
we have we can help each other out. The Association will look to supply
some of the materials (they’re all listed on the link), we’ll have enough
for quite a few people: the garden wire, the black plastic sheet, and
we’re trying to get hold of some of the varroa floor. 
The point is to get as far in the instructions as possible, and if they’re not
completed everyone will have the instructions to take home with them.
See you on the 14th!
www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1056
www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=698



Chair: Helen Obee Reardon
Treasurer: Peter Shaw
Secretary: Annie Newsam
Training: Barbara Williams
Webmaster: Rhodri Powell
Evening Meetings: Lee Vickers
Dyffryn Gardens Apiary Managers:
Barbara & Harold Williams
David Corrick • Nick Mensikov
Lynette el-Khatib • Dinah Sweet

Helen: chair@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Peter: treasurer@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Annie: secretary@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Barbara: training@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Rhodri: rhodri@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Nick: newsletter@cardiffbeekeepers.co.uk

Committee Members... Contact us...

Beekeeping Supplies
from

Range of bee feeds available...
1kg and 2.5kg blocks of Fondabee
(solid bee fondant)
1kg blocks of Candipolline
(mix of fondant and pollen, very good for spring build up)
14kg jacks of Invertbee liquid syrup

Lisvane Honey Farm
Open Fri 10am-2pm & most Saturdays 9am-1pm

Unit 8, Mill Farm Industrial Estate CF14 0SH
Call Peter (Thorne’s agent) 01633 897195

Tim (Handmade natural products) 07970 289677

Orders now being taken for 5 frame nucs - all
headed by a 2017 bred & marked queen

National £180 - Deep National, Commercial & Langstroth £200
Contract extraction services & taster sessions for beginners available

Ray’s Bees
Apiguard - £21.00 box of ten

Fondant 2.5kg slabs £4.50 - box of 5 £21.00
Hive clean - £17.95 500ml

Invertabee Syrup - £21.00 jerry can
Chalk brood treatment - £10.20 250ml

National frames (assembled)
SN1 £25.50 or DN4 £27.50

Pick-up only - collection from:
1 Brookside Crescent, Caerphilly CF83 1PH

Contact: Ray Hall 07968 700960

Dyfryyn Apriary
February 2017

The recent cold snap has confined the bees to their hives.
However spring is on the way and it has to be said that over the
so called winter period there has been lots of external activity
from all 7 colonies. Because of the prolonged mild conditions the
Queens never ceased egg laying and a large number of bees had
to be provided for, this has meant that several colonies have 2
supers on them as well as a brood box.

At each visit the hives have been hefted and the effort required
to lift them has indicated plenty of stores. The regular collection
of floor debris from the mite trays indicates that new bees have
been emerging on a regular basis and of course as ever the
bodies of Varroa Mites are there to be seen (and counted).
Cutting back brambles and such in the vicinity of the hives has
been carried out and the same around the storage shed. Inside
the shed frames in sealed containers are looking good i.e. no
sign of Wax Moth activity. Acetic Acid soaked pads were
included in the containers and this does prevent any eggs laid by
the moths from developing. Should this treatment be omitted
you can rest assured that your stored frames will receive
attention from any larvae that arise from the eggs that you
cannot see. Supers, Crown boards, Queen Excluders etc., etc.,
have been cleaned and scorched (Blowlamp) so preparations for
the new season are well in hand. The loss of colonies over the
winter period is not at all unusual, so for those beekeepers who
desire only one colony a winter loss for them is not good news.

Some Guru has forecast a lovely warm spring and it will
commence on the 22nd of March! Let’s hope this turns out to
be so. As ever optimism has to be part of the beekeepers
makeup, it is the bees of course that need the nice weather not
so the beekeeper.

The society beekeeping courses are attracting much attention
and come April they will get underway.

Harold Williams

Used Beekeeping Equipment FOR SALE
Contact

Eiffion
Bowen Jones
02920 843168

Contact

Gerald David
01446 774484



Species Description 

Key ID Features 

Scientific name: Vespa velutina 
AKA: Yellow-legged Hornet 
Native to: Asia 
Habitat: Nests usually high in trees and man made  
structures, sometimes closer to the ground; hunts 
honey bees, other insects and also feeds on fruit 
and flowers. 

Asian Hornet 

Not easily confused with any other species.  Dark brown or black 
velvety body.  Characteristically dark abdomen and yellow tipped 
legs.  Smaller than the native European Hornet.   
 
Introduced to France in 2004 where it has spread rapidly. In 2016 
the first UK sighting was confirmed in Gloucestershire. High  
possibility of introduction through, for example, soil associated with 
imported plants, cut flowers, fruit, garden items (furniture, plant pots), 

freight containers, or in/on untreated timber.  The possibility that it 

could fly across the Channel has not been ruled out. 
 
A highly aggressive predator of native insects.  Poses a significant 
threat to honey bees and other pollinators. 
 
Do not disturb an active nest.  Members of the public who  
suspect they have found an Asian Hornet should send a photo 
to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. 

Legs brown with characteristic yellow ends 

Entirely dark brown or black 
velvety body, bordered with 
a fine yellow band 

Queens up to 30 mm;  
workers up to 25 mm long 

Asian Hornet Queen 

Report sightings of this species to: 
 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk 

Asian hornet “hawking” 
for honey bee prey 

Asian Hornet European Hornet 

Asian Hornet abdomen is almost entirely 
dark except for 4th abdominal segment. 

Photos from:  J. Haxaire; Rachel Scopes and Nigel Jones; Richard Ball 

www.nonnativespecies.org 
 

Produced by Lucy Cornwell, Olaf Booy (NNSS), Gay Marris, Mike Brown (National Bee Unit) 
with assistance from Colette O’Flynn (National Biodiversity Data Centre Ireland) Stuart Roberts (BWARS)  

Alert!   
Report sightings of this  

species to: 
 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk 



Similar Species 

Active April-November (peak August/September).  Mated queens over winter singly or in groups, in various natural 
and man-made harbourages – underneath tree bark in cavities left by beetle larvae, in soil, on ceramic plant pots – 

potentially any small, well-insulated refuge. Makes very large nests in tall trees in urban and rural areas, but avoids 

pure stands of conifers.  Will use man made structures (garages, sheds etc.) as nesting sites.   

Field Signs 

Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) for comparison 

 Queen up to 30mm long, worker up to 25mm long 

 Legs yellow at the ends 

 Dark brown / black abdomen with a yellow /  
orange band on 4th segment 

 Head dark from above, orange from front 

 Dark coloured antennae 

 Entirely black velvety thorax 

 Never active at night 

European hornet (Vespa crabro) 

 Queen up to 35mm long, worker up to 30mm long 

 Legs brown at the ends 

 Yellow abdomen marked with brown on the upper 
part, not banded 

 Head yellow from above, yellow from front 

 Yellow antennae 

 Thorax black with extensive brown markings 

 May be active at night 

Giant woodwasp (Urocerus gigas) 

 Larger than Asian hornet, female up to 45mm 
long 

 Legs yellow 

 Distinctive yellow and black banded abdomen 

 Long cylindrical body unlike Asian hornet which 
has an obvious waist 

 Long yellow antennae 

 Female has an obvious long sting-like  
appendage (ovipositor) which it uses to lay eggs 
in trees 

 

Hornet mimic hoverfly (Volucella zonaria) 

 Abdomen has more yellow stripes than Asian hornet 

 Legs darker than Asian hornets 

 Only one pair of wings (hornets and wasps have  
two pairs) 

 Large, globular eyes 

Median wasp (Dolichovespula media) 

 More extensive yellow and orange  
colouration on abdominal segments than Asian 
hornet 

 Yellow markings on thorax unlike Asian  hornet 

Didier Descouens 

Q. Rome 

Actual 
size 

Actual 
size 

Actual 
size 

Actual 
size 

Actual 
size 

For more information visit:  
www.nonnativespecies.org   
www.nationalbeeunit.com 

 

Alert!   
Report sightings of this species to: 

 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk 

Q. Rome 

Q. Rome 

Q. Rome 

Roger Burgess Mia Tonge, National Bee Unit 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/

